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Monthly Meeting Highlights 

 

ANNUAL REPORT & FINANCIAL AUDIT 

The annual program report and financial audit were approved in a public hearing by the Commission as required by the California Children 
and Families Act of 1998. The audit firm Vavrinek, Trine, Day & Co. performed the audit that resulted in a clean opinion on the financial 
statements and compliance with all auditing procedures. This year the audit included a new set of accounting policies related to pension 
accounting standards. The Annual Program Report was revised to provide enhanced program and demographic data. This year, over 
253,000 children and family members received Commission funded services This is a decline from previous years, which is consistent with 
the decline in tobacco tax revenue. However, this decline does not necessarily mean a reduction in actual community services as extensive 
work has been done with community partners to sustain services independent of Commission funding.  

PEDIATRIC VISION SERVICES 

Dr. Robert Lingua, director of pediatric ophthalmology at the Gavin Herbert Eye Institute at the University of California Irvine presented 
an update on the pediatric vision services program. Most recently, the mobile pediatric eye clinic “Seymour” was completed and is being 
deployed to 40 preschools in the 25 Orange County school districts. The inaugural outing of the mobile clinic screened 30 young children 
in Santa Ana. Three of those children were found to have undetected eye issues and six were found to have vision significantly poor to 
warrant eyeglasses. In addition to the mobile clinic, the Commission funded School Readiness Nurses that have been trained to use 
“PlusOptix” to provide vision screening and referral services to young children at every school district in Orange County with a 
kindergarten program. 

HEALTHY SMILES EXPANSION PROJECT 

The Commission approved a request from Healthy Smiles for Kids of Orange County to redeploy catalytic funding to support a 
restructuring project at the Garden Grove clinic site. The new project would reconfigure administrative space into additional dental 
operatory space to allow for expanded sedation services. This project would allow Healthy Smiles to provide more treatment services to 
young children including restorative care, services to children with special needs, and sedation services. The Commission approved $20 
million for 10 years to support pediatric dental services for young children in fiscal year 2012/2013. The Commission approved redirecting 
$135,000 of this investment for the capital improvement project. 

PREVENTION & EARLY INTERVENTION 

An agreement with the Children’s Home Society was approved to serve as the hub agency for the prevention and early intervention 
program. The two-year pilot program focuses on families with at least one child aged 0-5 that has had an initial Child Abuse Registry report. 
The expected outcome is to reduce the risk of subsequent child abuse. The Children’s Home Society will not provide direct services, but 
will be accountable for the data collection and quality assurance among the network of community service providers. The program 
outcome will be measured by a reduction in child abuse reports and substantiated incidences of abuse and neglect. This program is done in 
collaboration with the Orange County Social Services Agency and numerous community-based agendas that will work to support families 
and connect them with resources to reduce stress and risk for abuse in the home. 

 

For more information, please visit the Commission website at www.occhildrenandfamilies.com 


